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What is the key for the good deliberation? - From the case of the small-
group discussions in the global citizen participation event "World Wide
Views on Biodiversity"
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Abstract

What is the key for the good deliberation? - From the case of the

small-group discussions in the global citizen participation event
"World Wide Views on Biodiversity"

Takara TERAMURA Kentaro SAO Hiromi KUROKAWA Yasushi IKEBE
citizen participation, deliberation, facilitator, moderator, World Wide Views

[ 1}
!=| Abstract

In process of citizen deliberation, it is important that issues are discussed with multiple perspectives and that individuals” thoughts on the
issues are developed enough. In order to find an effective way of discussion for that purpose, we studied actual cases of group discussions
in a citizen participation event called “World Wide Views on Biodiversity in Japan" held in 2012. We employed a chart method to visualize
how a group discussion developed, and quantified the group discussion with a “deepening parameter”, which is also compared with other
parameters. We then found that groups showing high score in “deepening parameter” tend to indicate smaller total number of statements
and larger average length of a statement. We also investigated any correlation between a “deepening parameter” and behavior of the
group facilitator. Statements from group facilitators were categorized by their functionalities as “question”, “summarization”, etc. Groups
whose facilitators make questions more frequently turned out to have larger “deepening parameter”. On the other hand, groups showing
low number of “questions” from the facilitators may have both small “deepening parameter” and large “deepening parameter”. But groups
that indicate larger “deepening parameter” tend to show smaller fraction of facilitators’ statements.

Questionnaire survey of World Wide Views on Biodiversity in
Japan

Kentaro SAO Takara TERAMURA Hiromi KUROKAWA Yasushi IKEBE

World Wide Views, citizen participation, biodiversity, creative dialog, constructivist learning

!Ei Abstract

World Wide Views (WWViews) is a global citizen participation project designed to provide international policymakers with citizens’ opinions.
On September 2012, the second WWViews was held on a theme of biodiversity, and we, National Museum of Emerging Science and
Innovation, hosted a conference in Japan. Goals we tried to achieve are (1) Individual participants express their own opinion and listen to
the other participant’s opinions. (2) Constructive and creative dialogs are realized. (3) Participants get interested in the process of (1) and (2).
In order to evaluate the conference, we conducted questionnaire surveys. From the surveys, participants are found to have relatively high
interests on the subject. The pre-and-post-conference questionnaires revealed that the participants became aware of biodiversity issues more
intensively and developed their own contexts on the subjects. Furthermore, they are satisfied with the opportunity to interact with various
people, to express their own opinion to other participants, and to know the other participant’s opinions.
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