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Charles Robert Darwin was born in Shrewsbury, England, on February 12, 1809. On the Origins of
Species published by Darwin in 1859 changed the world literally overnight and the impact has
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continued even now. Darwin’ s birth day 12 February is the International Darwin Day. Special events

are held to celebrate his achievement and to promote the sense of wonder around the world. ’ \F o
The main theme of this year’ s Darwin Day event at the Liberal Arts Lab Darwin Room is “Enchanted L =

by the Biodiversity.” It consists of three nights Darwin Discourse and mini exhibitions related to e
Darwin from February 10 to 12. The host of the talk events will be Professor Masataka Watanabe who

is a leading Darwin researcher in Japan. S / ' —
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First Night: 10 February 19:30 ~ 21:00

Darwin’ s Big Question, Masataka Watanabe
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Darwin started his inquiry into evolution from the big question “why there are so many kind of life.” Professor Watanabe will
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trace his journey of discovery.
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Second Night: 11 February 18:00 ~ 19:30
Fascinating Natural History Museum,
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Shin-ichiro Kawada+Masataka Watanabe
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The foundation of natural history museums have been constructed by naturalists like as Darwin. From this March the special
exhibition of Natural History Museum, London will be held at the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo. Dr.
Kawada and Professor Watanabe will talk about the mission and fascination of natural history museums.
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Third Night: 12 February 16:00~18:30

Homage to Naturalists, Taeko Tada+Masataka Watanabe
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Darwin was a born naturalist. Dr. Tada and Professor Watanabe will talk about the fascinating view point of naturalists who

have curiosity about nature and decipher mystery in nature.
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Organized by Darwin Room
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Co-organized by Japanese Association for Science Communication
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T155-0032 REABHEAXAIR 5-31-8  open :12:00-20:00 .
Say

tel : 03-6805-2638 e -mail : darwinroom@me.com -
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Masataka Watanabe is a Professor in the University of Tsukuba and the president of JASC. 5 %

He has been a science writer and researched history of science and evolutionary biology
for over 30 years. He is an author of six books and a co—author of three books about history
of science and evolutionary biology. He also translated over 50 English popular science
books into Japanese including almost all books written by Stephen -
Jay Gould and On the Origin of Species.
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Dr. Shin-ichiro Kawada is a curator of Department of Zoology, Division of Vertebrates at the
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National Museum of Nature and Science in Tokyo, Japan. He is interested in systematics
and taxonomy of moles. He is a renowned science communicator of natural history and
has published some popular science books about the mole.
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Dr. Taeko Tada is a famous naturalist and plant ecologist. She is interested in survival

strategies of plants and active as a lecturer at some universities and field observation tours.
She is an author of a lot of popular science books about plant biology. s
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